FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ) ON CHANGES TO THE LEGISLATIONS

1. What are the types of goods that are included in the newly-expanded control list?
Items in the expanded list comprise mainly dual-use items and their software and technology, such as high-end computers, telecommunications equipment, flight and marine navigation equipment, propulsion systems, radar systems, etc. Dual-use goods refer to goods that are generally used for civilian or industrial purposes, but can also be used for military purposes, or are likely to or capable of being used in the development or production of nuclear, biological, chemical weapons and missiles. 

2. Why must I submit my declaration 5 working days in advance of the shipment date?
This is to allow Singapore Customs sufficient time to assess your declaration, as you may be required to provide additional information or documents in support of your permit declaration.

3. Do I have to apply for a strategic goods permit even if my goods are just passing through Singapore?
A strategic goods permit is required if you are exporting goods that are listed in the control list. For transhipment of goods through Singapore, you will have to obtain a strategic goods permit if the goods fall under the Fourth Schedule of the Strategic Goods (Control) Regulations.

Please note that a strategic goods permit is required for the export, transhipment and bringing in transit even if the goods are not listed in the control list, but you know or suspect or have been notified by Singapore Customs that the item is intended or likely to be used for nuclear, chemical or biological weapon purposes, or missiles capable of delivering such weapons.
4. When is a strategic goods permit for transhipment/transit not required?
A strategic goods permit for transhipments/transits is not required, if the following conditions are met:

1. The goods are immediately brought into a Free Trade Zone (FTZ) when they enter Singapore;

2. The goods remain inside the FTZ all the time, until they are brought out of Singapore;  and
3. The goods are staying in the FTZ for not more than 
a. 45 days if the goods enter Singapore by sea;

b. 21 days if the goods enter Singapore by air.

Note that for transhipment of goods, the exemption does not apply to goods under those categories listed in the Fourth Schedule of the Strategic Goods (Control) Regulations. Also, the exemption does not apply if you know, suspect or have been notified by an authorised officer, that the goods are intended for or likely to be used in connection with any purposes related to Weapons of Mass Destruction.

5. For how long must I keep the documents related to my shipments?
All related documents and records must be kept for a period of 5 years.

