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Circular No: 06/2019 
23 May 2019 
 
 
All Manufacturers and Traders  
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
RULES OF ORIGIN UNDER THE ASEAN-HONG KONG, CHINA FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT (AHKFTA) 
  

The AHKFTA will be implemented on 11 Jun 2019. This circular outlines the 
salient points of the Rules of Origin requirements and Operational Certification 
Procedures for exports of Singapore-originating goods claiming preferential tariff 
treatment in Hong Kong, China or an ASEAN Member State, who is a party to the 
Agreement (“AHKFTA Party”).  
 
2 With effect from 11 Jun 2019, preferential tariff treatment for Singapore-
originating goods can be claimed in the respective AHKFTA Party: 
 

a) Hong Kong, China; 
b) Lao PDR; 
c) Myanmar; 
d) Thailand; and 
e) Vietnam 

 
3 Preferential tariff treatment for Singapore-originating goods cannot be claimed 
in the other ASEAN Member States under the AHKFTA as the agreement has yet to 
enter into force for these countries as of the date of this circular. 
 
4 Under the Trade in Goods Chapter of the AHKFTA, each country has provided 
a list of goods that are subjected to tariff reductions at different time frames. Please 
refer to Annex 2-1 to Chapter 2 of the legal text of the AHKFTA to obtain the 
appropriate preferential tariff rate for the import of your good into a AHKFTA Party. 
The legal text of the AHKFTA is available via the Enterprise Singapore’s website at 
www.fta.gov.sg.  
 
Rules of Origin for Originating Goods  
 
5 Your goods may qualify for preferential tariff treatment for their importation into 
a AHKFTA Party if they fulfil the following Rules of Origin:  
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Rules of Origin under AHKFTA 
For Goods Wholly Obtained or 
Produced  
 

The goods are wholly obtained or produced in 
Singapore, as set out in Article 4 of the Rules of 
Origin Chapter under the AHKFTA 

For Goods Not Wholly 
Obtained or Produced  
 

The goods are manufactured in Singapore and 
meets the eligibility requirements under Article 5 
of the Rules of Origin Chapter under the 
AHKFTA:  

- Goods which are specified in the list of 
Product Specific Rules shall qualify as 
originating if they meet the Product 
Specific Rules as specified in Annex 3-2 

- Goods not covered in the list of Product 
Specific Rules shall qualify as originating 
if they meet a Regional Value Content 
(RVC) of not less than 40 per cent (The 
formula to be used for calculation of the 
RVC may be found in Article 6 of the Rules 
of Origin Chapter). 

For Goods Produced 
Exclusively from Originating 
Materials 

The goods are manufactured in Singapore and all 
materials are originating from one or more of the 
Parties under the AHKFTA 

 
Accumulation  
 
6 Hong Kong, China and ASEAN Member States including Singapore are 
treated as a single production area. This means that any good or material that 
originated from Hong Kong, China or the ASEAN Member States will be deemed to 
have originated from Singapore and vice versa, provided the good or material 
satisfies the origin requirements under the AHKFTA.  
 
Application Procedures for Form AHK for Singapore-originating Goods   
 
7 To enable your importer in a AHKFTA Party to claim preferential tariff 
treatment under the agreement, the Singapore exporter shall apply for a Preferential 
Certificate of Origin issued under the AHKFTA (Form AHK) as shown in Annex A and 
Export Permit from Singapore Customs when exporting the goods. The application 
procedures for a Form AHK for Singapore-originating goods are as follows:  

 
a) Registration of Manufacturing Premises with Singapore Customs;  
b) Submission of the Manufacturing Cost Statement (MCS); 
c) Application of Form AHK via TradeNet (Certificate Type “31”);  
d) Collection of Form AHK  

 
8 For more information on the procedures stated in Paragraph 7, you may wish 
to refer to www.customs.gov.sg > Businesses > Exporting Goods > Certificates of 
Origin.   
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Back-to-Back Form AHK Preferential Certificate of Origin  
 
9 AHKFTA allows for the application of back-to-back Form AHK (also known as 
Movement Confirmation) under Rule 10 of the Operational Certification Procedures. 
This is applicable for the re-export of originating goods under the AHKFTA through 
Singapore. The goods in question shall fulfil all the eligibility requirements stipulated 
under the legal text of the AHKFTA.  
 
Application Procedures for Back-to-Back Form AHK Preferential Certificate of 
Origin 
 
10 The application for a back-to-back Form AHK is to be made via TradeNet. 
During the application via TradeNet, you are required to select Certificate Type “32”, 
Back-to-Back Form AHK. The usual documentary requirements for back-to-back 
Preferential Certificate of Origin will apply.  
 
Retention of Documents  
 
11 For post-verification checks, documents relating to the production and export 
shipments accompanied by a Form AHK should be kept for no less than 3 years from 
the date on which the Form AHK was issued.  
 
Preferential Tariff Treatment for Imports under the AHKFTA 
 
12 Another circular, No. 07/2019 dated 23 May 2019, relating to the claiming of 
preferential tariff treatment for imports into Singapore under the AHKFTA is 
separately issued. Both circulars can be downloaded at www.customs.gov.sg > News 
& Media > Circulars.   
 
Clarifications 
 
13 A list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) is attached in Annex B. For further 
clarifications on the contents of this circular, you may write in to 
customs_roo@customs.gov.sg.  
 
14 For other clarifications on the AHKFTA, you may email Enterprise Singapore 
at enquiry@enterprise.gov.sg.   

 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
Chua Yock Chin   
Head Tariffs and Trade Services  
for Director-General of Customs  
Singapore Customs  
 
(This is a computer-generated circular. No signature is required.) 
We hope that this circular has been written in a way that is clear to you. If not, please let us 
have suggestions on how to improve this circular at customs_roo@customs.gov.sg.  
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        Annex A 
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        Annex B 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS     
 
Q1: I wish to export goods to Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Philippines under the AHKFTA. Will my goods be eligible for 
preferential tariff treatment under the AHKFTA? 

 
A1: As Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia and Philippines have yet 
to complete their ratification process under the AHKFTA, imports to these ASEAN 
Member States under the AHKFTA will not enjoy preferential tariff treatment. The 
information on the implementation of the AHKFTA by abovementioned ASEAN 
Member States will be updated accordingly on Singapore Customs’ website. 

 
Q2: I am a registered manufacturer with Singapore Customs and have exported 
goods under other Free Trade Agreements (FTAs). Can my goods be 
automatically considered as originating under the AHKFTA? 
 
A2: Each FTA has its own prescribed rules of origin. Having exported goods under 
other FTAs does not automatically qualify your goods as originating under the 
AHKFTA. You are advised to ensure that your goods meet the applicable requirements 
of the Rule of Origin Chapter of the AHKFTA.  

 
We encourage you to familiarise yourself with the Rules of Origin and Operational 
Certification Procedures in the AHKFTA to take advantage of the benefits of the 
agreement when you export to a AHKFTA Party. 

 
Q3: I intend to submit a Manufacturing Cost Statement (MCS) under the AHKFTA 
to Singapore Customs, what are the supporting documents required for 
submission alongside the MCS? 
 
A3: There is no change to the supporting documents required for submission of MCS 
under the AHKFTA. For materials and components listed as ‘originating’ in the MCS 
worksheet, you are required to attach the relevant supporting documents for our 
verification. You may refer to the “Instructions” tab in the MCS format for the required 
supporting documents.  
  
Q4: I am interested in the application of a back-to-back Form AHK. What are the 
eligibility requirements my goods have to meet? 
 
A4: You may refer to the legal text for the AHKFTA available via Enterprise 
Singapore’s website at www.fta.gov.sg for information on the eligibility requirements 
for a back-to-back Form AHK. Specifically, you may wish to refer to Rule 10 of Annex 
3-1 Operational Certification Procedures for the relevant information.  

 
 

 
 

 


