Singapor e Customs Media Release

NOT ONE BUT FOUR MOTORISTS WITH TAMPERED FUEL GAUGES
TAKEN TO COURT - TWO FINED AND JAILED

23 motorists jailed for similar offences last year

On 14 January 2010, Singapore Customs (SC) praskdotir motorists found tampering
with fuel gauges The four Singaporean men — three Chinese andvafeey, aged between 30 and
36 — are the first to be charged for committinghsatfences this year. Two of the four men have
pleaded guilty for not having the minimum amountadtor spirit in their vehicles’ fuel tanks when
attempting to leave Singapore as well as for givielge information to the officer inspecting the
fuel gauges. For the two charges, they were eateisced to $500 fine or in default five day’s,jail
and two weeks’ imprisonment respectively. Coudcgedings are still ongoing for the other two
cases.

2 The four men were arrested within a short sgame and half hour in the wee hours of the

morning on 13 January 2010. At about 12.30 am, Reayhtoo Yong Meng, aged 32, was caught

with a tampered fuel gauge at the Woodlands Chewgkpélis car fuel gauge indicated that the tank

was full. However, close examination of the canfomned that its fuel gauge had been tampered
and the true reading of fuel gauge was at the aiaeter mark. Foo was alleged to have used a
remote control to change the fuel gauge reading.

3 Half an hour later, another motorist Muhammaaifsh Bin Ismail, aged 30, was found
with a tampered fuel gauge in his car at the sameekpoint. Furthermore, a remote control device
used for tampering with the fuel gauge meter wasdoin the small coin compartment of the
vehicle. He was arrested immediately. At abo002am, two other men — Benjamin Giam Kok
Meng (aged 36) and Ang Kok Tong (aged 31) — wese atrested for committing similar offences.

4 All four men were charged in court on 14 Janu20¢0. On the same day, Muhammad
Shaiful and Giam pleaded guilty to the chargeswaeack sentenced by the Court to both fines and
imprisonment. Court proceedings are still ongdorghe other two cases.

5 Last year, SC prosecuted 24 persons for tamperitigthe fuel gauges on their vehicles.
All were convicted and sentenced to both fines amgrisonment, except for one case which is
currently undergoing court proceedings. In 20@Rir fmotorists were prosecuted for tampering
with the fuel gauges on their vehicles.

6 Under the law, Singapore-registered cars muse l@veast three-quarter tank of petrol
when departing Singapore. Motorists are adviseihagany attempts to infringe the rule given the
stringent checks at the checkpoints. Those whpd¢amith the fuel gauges of their vehicles to give
a false reading that the amount of fuel in the fizelk is three-quarters full or more, shows a
deliberate intent to cheat the authorities. Suffenders are liable on conviction to fines not
exceeding $5,000 and/or jail term up to 12 months.
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